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What’s On Your 

Mind? 

 Please share with us 

any stories or items 

that you would like to 

have  put into this 

newsletter. 

 We want your 

comments about what 

we are doing for you 

here in the district. 

Please provide us your 

positive feedback and 

we will post them in 

this newsletter (see 

our comments section 

on page 17). 

 

 

In this issue: 

Congratulations Vice 

Chairman Shana M. Rooks 

2 

MARTA Public Hearing 5 

Project Harvest 9 

Don’t Pour Grease Down 

the Drain 

14 

 
 

many people, one community...putting Clayton First 

November 2014 Volume 1I, Issue VIII 

The Rooks Report 

 Let’s talk about it!  

“First Saturday Talk,” December 6, 2014 at                                           

South Clayton Recreation Center 10am—12pm. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving Clayton County!!  

When I say my prayers at night I      

always give thanks to God for          

allowing me to serve this county. I also 

ask that he gives me the wisdom to 

make the best decisions for the county.   

I am sincerely thankful that I have an 

opportunity to be your advocate.    

I am also thankful that I’ve been 

b lessed with the means and             

opportunity to afford to buy a home 

through traditional means.    There are 

so many people who cannot say that.  For many years, I have          

supported the efforts of the Southern Crescent Habitat for Humanity 

(SCHFH) to further its mission in building hope and homes for qualified 

low income families and give them a 0% interest loan for up to 30 

years.  This is just one of the causes for which I advocate.   To learn 

more about what SCHFH does please visit, www.schabitat.org. 

  

Happy Holiday Season. 

 

Shana M. Rooks, Esq. 
Vice Chairman 

Shana M. Rooks, Vice Chairman 

Clayton County Commissioner—District 3 

http://www.schabitat.org
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Atlanta Business Chronicle's 40 Under 40 Awards is the publication's most competitive awards program, and re-

quires the   largest judging panel. For 2014, approximately 630 nominations were received. The criteria required the 

nominees to be under 40 years of age on Nov. 14, 2014; to hold a position of leadership; to have made significant 

career achievements during the past year and to have had substantial involvement in community service outside of 

their day-to-day job performance. Vice Chairman Shana M. Rooks is among the Class of 2014 Atlanta Business 

Chronicle's 40 Under 40 Finalist.  



 3 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                             MEDIA CONTACT: Lyle V. Harris 

Nov. 5, 2014             404.395.4938 

 

Clayton County Says “Yes” to MARTA 

On election night, Clayton County citizens voted overwhelming to join MARTA – by at least 74 percent according 
to the latest results – marking what will be the first jurisdictional expansion of the transit system since its inception 

more than 40 years ago. 

“This is a historic moment for MARTA, Clayton County and the region,” said MARTA Board Chair Robert L. 

Ashe III. “On behalf of my fellow Board members, I want to thank the voters of Clayton County who have    

demonstrated their confidence in MARTA to deliver high-quality transit service to their community. We are      

humbled and grateful for the opportunity to prove once again that MARTA is well worth the public investment.” 

Earlier this year, the Clayton County Commission voted to put the binding MARTA referendum on the November 

ballot. Many Clayton County residents had been clamoring to join MARTA after budget cuts forced the shutdown of 

the C-Tran bus system in 2010. 

“Officially welcoming Clayton is an incredible anniversary present for MARTA as we continue to celebrate 35 years 

of combined bus and rail service in metro Atlanta,” said MARTA GM/CEO Keith T. Parker. “Starting as soon as 

March 2015, MARTA will bring affordable, reliable transit customer-focused service to the citizens of Clayton  

County.” 

Clayton County Commission Chairman Jeffrey E. Turner said his constituents recognized that MARTA was 

a key to unlocking economic growth and improving the quality of life for their community. 

“Public transit is the critical link we need to bring quality job opportunities to the citizens of Clayton County. This is 

the catalyst to bring significant development to the south side of the region over the next few years.”   

Collection of the 1 percent sales levy will begin in March 2015, as would three bus routes and complementary trans-

it servicing Clayton County. MARTA will host public hearings on proposed transit services in the expanded service 

area. 

In the coming weeks, MARTA will request that elected officials in its current service area – Fulton and DeKalb 

Counties and the City of Atlanta – vote to approve the 14th Amendment to the Rapid Transit Contract and Assis-

tance Agreement to include Clayton County. 

The Clayton County Board of Commissioners will appoint two representatives to the MARTA Board of Directors. 

### 
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Clayton County FAQ 

 

Q.    Will a portion of Clayton County’s tax revenues be placed in an escrow account for future rail 

service or a high-capacity transit option? 

A.    Yes. The binding contract between MARTA and Clayton County has a special provision that initially keeps 

those funds separate for that purpose. 

Q.    Is MARTA only going to put its older buses in Clayton County? 

A.    MARTA is now replacing the majority of its bus fleet. A mix of older and newer buses would be used across 

the service area, including Clayton County. 

Q.     Is Clayton County going to pay a higher fare than the current MARTA customers? 

A.     Everyone will pay the same fare to ride MARTA, no matter where they’re from. 

Q.     Will Clayton County have a voice on MARTA’s Board of Directors? 

A.     Yes. Clayton County will get two voting members on the MARTA Board, if the referendum passes. Clayton 

County Commissioners will appoint Board representatives who would start their terms in January 2015. 

Q.    Will citizens have a voice in the final Clayton County MARTA service? 

A.    Yes. By law, MARTA must have public hearings before adding or eliminating service or changing fares. MARTA 

will hold public hearings in Clayton County to get your input before the service plan is finalized. 

Q.      Will Clayton County ever have more than buses? 

A.      Yes. MARTA will continue to explore high-capacity transit options for Clayton County, including commuter 

rail or bus-rapid transit. 

Q.    When will Clayton County have bus service? 

A.      By March 2015, Clayton County will have limited bus service. New routes will continue to be added with full 

bus service available by July 2016. 

Q.    Will Clayton County citizens pay the MARTA penny forever? 

A.    As a full member of the transit system, Clayton County’s contract would run for 30 years, until 2044. 
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METROPOLITAN ATLANTA RAPID TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

Notice of Public Hearings: 

December 1, 2, & 4, 2014 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) 

will hold public hearings for the purpose of considering 

Proposed Bus Service Modifications for March 21, 2015 

Proposed routing and/or segment adjustments for the following bus routes: 

Route 1 - Centennial Olympic Park/Coronet Way: This route is proposed to terminate at North Avenue 

Station. The segments along Luckie Street (between Ivan Allen Jr. Blvd. and Pine Street), Centennial Olympic Park 

Drive (between North Avenue & Pine Street and Ivan Allen Jr. Blvd. & Marietta Street), Ivan Allen Jr. Blvd. (between 

Centennial Olympic Park Drive & Spring Street), Spring Street, Marietta Street, Forsyth Street, Alabama Street, 

Peachtree Street, and Martin Luther King Jr. Drive will be discontinued. The route will be renamed Route 1 – North 

Avenue/Coronet Way. 

 

Route 15 – South DeKalb/Candler Road: The trips that currently terminate at GA Perimeter College will be 

extended along Panthersville Road past River Road to Left - Bouldercrest Road, Right - Forest Parkway, Right - 

Grant Road, Right - Anvil Block Road which will be the new terminus. 

The Route 15 extension will be renamed Route 15 - Candler Road/South DeKalb/Forest Parkway. Service 

along River Road, Linecrest Road, and Clevemont Road remains unchanged. 

 

Route 16 – Noble: This route is proposed to terminate at Civic Center Station. The segments along Courtland 

Street, Peachtree Center Avenue, Auburn Avenue, Peachtree Street, Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Broad Street, and 

Alabama 

Street will be discontinued. 

 

Route 55 – Jonesboro Road/Hutchens Road: This route will be extended from Conley Road and Jonesboro 

Road south along Jonesboro Road to Forest Parkway turnaround in Clayton County. The segment along Jonesboro 

Road between Hutchens Road and Conley Road will be discontinued. 

The segment along Hutchens Road, Forrest Park Road, and Conley Road will be provided bi-directional service. 

This route will be renamed Route 55 – Jonesboro Road/Hutchens Road/Forest Parkway. 

Route 74 – Flat Shoals: This route is proposed to be extended to terminate on Rainbow Way and Candler Road 

via Ember Drive. The route will operate alternating service (every other trip) via Flat Shoals Road and Whites Mill 

Road to the new terminus location. Additionally, this route is proposed to terminate at King Memorial Station. The 

segments along Lloyd Road, Cavalier Drive, Jamestown Way, Williamsburg Drive, Williamsburg Way, Memorial 

Drive, Capitol Avenue, Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Broad Street, Alabama Street, Peachtree Street, and Mitchell 

Street will be discontinued. 

 

Route 84 – East Point/Camp Creek: This route will operate a short turn alignment between East Point Station 

and Camp Creek Market Place on weekdays until approximately 8:00 p.m. and Saturdays until approximately 9:00 

p.m. The short turn alignment will provide service to the Social Security Administration Office on weekdays instead 

of Route 82 - Camp Creek/Welcome. The service frequency will be reduced to the Camp Creek Parkway (between 

Princeton Lakes Pkwy. & Old Fairburn Rd.), Old Fairburn Road, Fairburn Road, N. Camp Creek Pkwy, and Hogan 

Road segments during this time. Sunday service remains unchanged with all trips operating from East Point Station to 
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N. Camp Creek Parkway. 

 

Route 196 – College Park/Church/Upper Riverdale/Mt. Zion: This new route will originate from College 

Park Station South Bus Bay, Interstate 85 South to Interstate 285 East, Riverdale Road Exit, then Riverdale Road, 

Garden Walk Blvd., Highway 85 (SR 85), Main Street (S.R. 139), Church Street, Highway 85 (S.R. 85), Lamar Hutche-

son Pkwy. to GRTA Park/Ride, continue Lamar Hutcheson Pkwy., Upper Riverdale Rd, Tara Blvd., Mt. Zion Rd. to 

Southlake Mall terminus. 

 

Mobility: Implement complementary ADA service for the above new and extended routes to comply with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  

 

 

 

 

 

Monday Dec. 1   Tuesday Dec. 2  Thursday Dec. 4  

3717 College Street 

College Park, 30337 

College Park 

Public Safety Complex 

7:00 p.m. 

Community Exchange: 6-7 p.m. 

Staff available to discuss MARTA initi-

atives. 

Riding MARTA: Bus Routes 72 & 

78 

1300 Commerce Drive 

Decatur, 30030 

Maloof Auditorium 

7:00 p.m. 

Community Exchange: 6-7 p.m. 

Staff available to discuss MARTA 

initiatives. 

Riding MARTA: Walk one block west 

of Decatur Station.  

 112 Smith Street 

Jonesboro, 30236 

Clayton County 

Administration 

Building 

Board Room 

7:00 p.m. 

Community Exchange: 6-7 p.m. 

Staff available to discuss 

MARTA initiatives.  

68 Mitchell Street, Suite 3100 

City of Atlanta 

Old Council Chambers Audi-

torium 

7:00 p.m. 

Community Exchange: 6-7 p.m. 

Staff available to discuss MARTA    

initiatives. 

Riding MARTA: Bus Routes 32, 49, 

55, 

and 74 from Five Points Station.  

2424 Piedmont Road NE 

Atlanta, 30324 

MARTA Headquarters 

7:00 p.m. 

Community Exchange: 6-7 p.m. 

Staff available to discuss MARTA      

initiatives. 

Riding MARTA: Across the street from 

north end of the Lindbergh Center Rail 

Station.  

Transportation 

Available 

for Clayton County 

public hearing only, 

please contact MARTA 

External Affairs at 

404-848-5337. 

Transportation  
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Copies of the proposed bus service modifications will also be available at MARTA’s Office of External Affairs, 2424 

Piedmont Road, N.E. Atlanta, Georgia 30324 during regular business hours, Mon-Fri 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

For formats (FREE of charge) in accordance with the ADA and Limited English Proficiency regulations contact (404) 

848-4037. For those patrons requiring further accommodations, information can be obtained by calling the Tele-

phone Device for the Deaf (TDD) at 404 848-5665. 

 

In addition, a sign language interpreter will be available at all hearings. If you cannot attend the hearings and want to 

provide comments you may: (1) leave a message at (404) 848-5299; (2) write to MARTA’s Office of External Affairs, 

2424 Piedmont Road, N.E. Atlanta, GA 30324-3330; (3) complete an online Comment Card at www.itsmarta.com; 

(4) or fax your comments no later than December 12, 2014 to (404) 848-4179. 

 

All citizens of the City of Atlanta and the counties of Fulton, DeKalb, Clayton and Gwinnett whose interests are af-

fected by the subjects to be considered at these hearings are hereby notified and invited to appear at said times and 

places and present such evidence, comment or objection as their interests require. 
 

Keith T. Parker, AICP General Manager/CEO 

Click here to view a printable version of this information. 

 

http://www.itsmarta.com/
http://www.itsmarta.com/uploadedFiles/News_And_Events/Public_Hearings_and_Meetings/Dec-Public-Hearings-for-Bus-Mods.pdf
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December 2014 Events 

December 12, 2014 

  

 YULE LOG CELEBRATION - Join us for an evening outdoors filled with holiday cheer. Enjoy music by 

the Morrow and Forest Park High School Orchestras, refreshments, face painting and ornament making.  The follow 

a candlelit path through the woods to a bonfire where you will find storyteller Barry Mann painting pictures of     

holidays past. The evening will be complete with attending children searching a wooded hillside for the fables Yule 

Log. This event is FREE and provides a shuttle service from Babb Middle School. 

December 17, 2014 

 CROSS CULTURAL WINTER CELEBRATION - This program will increase awareness of how the 

holiday season is celebrated in various cultures, such as Christmas, Hanukah, and Kwanza.  Story teller, arts & crafts, 

games, and light refreshments will be provided. FREE event from 6:00 to 8:00pm at Virginia Burton Gray  Recreation 

Center. 

Click on the above picture to open in your browser for a better view. 

http://claytoncountyga.gov/pdfs/media/Clayton-County-MARTA-Map.pdf
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Don’t Pour Grease Down the Drain 
 

Fats, Oils and Grease (also known as F.O.G.) enter your plumbing system through kitchen 

sinks, dishwashers, garbage disposals and toilets. Once inside, F.O.G. coats your plumbing 

drain pipes and can clog the sewer system. This leads to costly sanitary sewer overflows or 

sewer backups into your home or business.  

Where does F.O.G. come from? 

F.O.G. comes from meat fats, cooking oil, dairy products, shortening, butter, margarine, food scraps and sauces that 

are scraped or poured down the drain or disposal. 

How should I dispose of F.O.G.? 

 Allow F.O.G. to cool. Pour fats, oils and grease into a sealed container and place in your household     

garbage. 

 Wipe and scrape all food scraps from plates, pots, pans and utensils into the trash before washing. 

 Put all greasy paper towels in the garbage. 

 

For more information, visit ccwa.us/fight-fog 

 

 

http://www.ccwa.us/fight-fog
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Clayton County Government Contact Numbers 

(Here are some of our most requested numbers or services) 

Animal Control   770-477-3509 

Better Business Bureau   404-766-0875 

Board of Commissioners   770-477-3208 

Code Enforcement    678-610-4755 

Community Development  770-477-3569 

DFACS    770-473-2300 

Economic Development   770-477-4450 

Emergency    911 

Health Department    678-610-7199 

Parks and Recreation    770-477-3766 

Planning and Zoning    770-477-3577 

Police/South Precinct    770-347-0260 

Refuse Control  (handles certain debris and trash on streets,  

removes dead animals from County roads) 770-477-3548 

Senior Services    770-603-4050 

Sheriff (Non-Emergency)   770-471-1122 

So. Regional Medical Center   770-991-8000 

Tag Office     770-477-3331 

Tax Assessor (Prop .Values)   770-477-3285 

Tax Commissioner (Tax Bills)  770-477-3311 

Transportation & Development (Public Works, Road        

Department/Pot Holes/Traffic Engineering) 770-477-3674 

Water Authority    770-960-5200 

http://www.claytoncountyga.gov/community/residents.aspx
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Please contact us to be added or 

removed from our email list. 

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU 

 

AS A RESIDENT OF CLAYTON 

COUNTY DISTRICT 3, YOU MAY 

BE FACED WITH CONCERNS OR 

ISSUES THAT YOU WOULD LIKE 

TO HAVE ADDRESSED. 

 

WE WORK WITH OUR CITIZENS 

TO RESOLVE CONCERNS 

INVOLVING COUNTY 

GOVERNMENT, EXPLAIN 

COUNTY PROGRAMS, EXPEDITE 

GOVERNMENT ACTION AND 

SERVE AS LIAISON BETWEEN OUR 

DEPARTMENTS AND THE PUBLIC. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

8AM-5PM (M-F) 

 

 

Questions/Concerns/Comments  

Please contact :  

Steven VanDyke  - Constituent Aide 

Phone: 770-473-5465  

Email: 

steven.vandyke@claytoncountyga.gov  

Connect with us on 

 

Click Here To Follow 

Commissioner Rooks 

                                                              

 

Click Here To Follow 

Commissioner Rooks 

@commish_rooks 

Board Meetings  

 

Board meetings are held on the first and third Tuesday evening of the 

month at 7pm . 

112 Smith Street 

     Jonesboro, GA  30236 

  770) 477-3208 

The Next First Saturday Talk 

December 6, 2014 
 

South Clayton Recreation Center 

1837 McDonough Rd. , Hampton GA  30228 

10:00 am—12:00 pm 

mailto:steven.vandyke@claytoncountyga.gov
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Clayton-County-Commissioner-Shana-M-Rooks-Esq/238842942843048
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Clayton-County-Commissioner-Shana-M-Rooks-Esq/238842942843048
https://twitter.com/commish_rooks
https://twitter.com/commish_rooks

